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Housekeeping

All trainings will be recorded to 
keep accurate notes to share with 
attendees and others after the call.

If you are not speaking, please 
mute yourself to minimize sound 
issues.

Make sure you identify yourself 
(name, League, State & pronouns) 
when asking questions

Staff will be monitoring the chat 
box. If you have any questions or 
thoughts throughout the call, 
please feel free to drop them in the 
chat box.
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Bring your full self and limit distractions

What is learned here, leaves here

No one knows everything, together we know a lot

Don't yuck my yum

Oops, ouch, and educate

Assume best intentions

Community Norms
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POLL!
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Background on 118th Congress

House and Senate politics 
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Speaker Johnson

1998: Attorney in Louisiana anti-abortion movement
2002 – 2010: Employed at Alliance Defending Freedom, 
Christian legal-advocacy group
• ADF lawyers supported in Dobbs case opposing 

reproductive choices
2015 – 2017: Member of the Louisiana House of 
Representatives
2015: Founded Freedom Guard, nonprofit legal ministry
2017 – 2023: Member of US House (LA-4)
2020: Contested results of presidential election
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US House of Representatives
Timeline of House Majority Leadership Activities

January

First 4 days of 118th 
Congress, no speaker

March - July

Heavy focus on election 
integrity in hearings

July 11th

House leadership 
introduced ACE Act

October 3rd

Historic speaker removal

October 25th

Speaker Johnson elected

November

Fall budget negotiations 
narrowly avoided 

shutdown

November

Proposal to change rules 
for removal of speaker

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4563
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US Senate
• Tension between chambers

• House and Senate focused on different priorities
• Cross-chamber collaboration for some bills i.e. Freedom to Vote Act

• John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act only introduced in House
• New members

• Passing of Sen. Feinstein and appointment of Sen. Butler
• Sen. Ricketts appointed to replace Sen. Sasse

• Health concerns for multiple members
• Sometimes caused delays moving legislation/nominations
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Appropriations
• Shut-down avoided twice

• September- timeline was extended to Nov. 17
• November- timeline was extended to 2024

• House and Senate passed Continuing Resolutions to secure 
funding through Jan./Feb. 2024
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Existing Landscape of Federal 
Voting Rights Laws

What protections already exist for voters?
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Federal Voting Rights Laws
• Voting Rights Act of 1965
• National Voter Registration Act
• Help America Vote Act



14

A Quick History of the Voting Rights Act

1954

Brown v. Board of 
Education ruled racial 
segregation in public 

schools 
unconstitutional

1963

March on Washington 
and Martin Luther 

King’s “I Have A 
Dream” speech

1965

Marches on Selma 
and Bloody Sunday

1965

Voting Rights Act 
introduced and signed 
into law by President 

Johnson

1970 and 
1975

Amendments to 
extend VRA Section 5

1982

VRA Section 4 
renewed and adopted 

new standards

2006

VRA special provisions 
renewed again

2013

Shelby County v. 
Holder case

2019

House passed Voting 
Rights Advancement 

Act* led by Rep. 
Sewell

2021

Brnovich v. DNC case

* Senate unsuccessful at passing VRAA, Congress must continue the work to pass this bill 
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SCOTUS Weakens the Voting Rights Act

Shelby County, Ala. v. Holder 
(2013) 
Case challenging constitutionality of Section 5—
federal preclearance for “covered” states to 
change voting laws; and Section 4(b)—the 
formula to determine which jurisdictions are 
“covered,” or subject to preclearance of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

Outcome:

1. Struck down Section 4(b), coverage formula 
2. Allows Congress to develop updated coverage 

formula to reactivate Section 5 preclearance

Brnovich v. DNC (2021)
Case challenging as racially discriminatory under 
Section 2 of the VRA laws 1) banning non-fraudulent 
ballot collection and 2) requiring tossing out votes if 
a voter goes to the wrong precinct to cast their 
ballot. 

Outcome:

1. Court upheld both laws; determined the laws 
did not violate Section 2 of the VRA

2. Established heavier burden for plaintiffs in 
Section 2 “vote denial” cases

3. Does not change Section 2 “vote dilution” cases, 
which were upheld in Allen v. Milligan (2023)
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Section 2 in the News
• US Court of Appeals for the Eighth 

Circuit
• On November 20, 2023, ruled no private 

right of action under Section 2 of the 
VRA

• Held only US Attorney General can sue, not 
harmed voters or organizations like LWV

• Section 2 protect communities of color
• Impacts ND, SD, NE, MN, IA, MO, AR
• Will be appealed
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Proposed Voting Rights Bills

Legislation in the 118th Congress that would affect voting rights 
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Voting Rights Priorities
• Automatic voter registration
• Access for disabled voters 
• Early voting
• Election Assistance Commission funding
• Good list maintenance

• LWVUS Voter Purge toolkit

• Mail-in voting
• Protections for Native voters
• Translated voting materials
• Online voter registration
• Same-day registration LWVUS One-Pager 

for Congress!

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/toolkit-voter-purge-legislative-resource-guide
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Major Voting Bills in 118th Congress
• John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act

• Awaiting Senate companion
• Freedom to Vote Act
• ACE Act



20

Endorsed Voting Bills in 118th Congress
• S. Res. 333: Designating 2024 as the Year of Democracy
• Democracy Restoration Act
• Youth Voting Rights Act
• Protecting Our Democracy Act
• Vote at Home Act
• DISCLOSE Act
• Early Voting Act
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Executive Branch Work
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Voting Rights Executive Order
• Executive Order on Promoting Access to Voting

• March 7, 2021, the anniversary of Bloody Sunday
• Federal agency directive to “consider ways to expand citizens’ 

opportunities to register to vote and to obtain information about, and 
participate in, the electoral process.”

• Lack of federal legislation to protect the right to vote makes the EO 
a unique tool to protect voting rights and strengthen our democracy
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Voting Rights Executive Order
• Actions Agencies have committed to taking include: 

• Expand access to voter registration and election information in government 
services

• Modernizing Vote.gov
• Increase opportunities for employees to vote
• Ensure equal access for voters with disabilities
• Ensure access to voting for active-duty military and overseas citizens
• Ensure access to voter registration for eligible individuals in federal custody 
• Registering newly naturalized citizens
• Incorporating voter registration into healthcare.gov
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Healthy People Initiative
• HHS' 10-year national health goals
• 2022: Comments to make "Increase the proportion of the voting-age 

citizens who vote" a core objective
• 2023: Comments to further progress toward objective

oVoter registration
oVoter education
oVoting plans

https://www.lwv.org/expanding-voter-access/lwvus-submits-comments-hhs-healthy-people-2030-objectives
https://health.gov/healthypeople/objectives-and-data/browse-objectives/social-and-community-context/increase-proportion-voting-age-citizens-who-vote-sdoh-07/data?tab=data-table#data-table
https://www.lwv.org/increasing-voter-registration/lwvus-submits-comments-hhs-healthy-people-2030-objective-increase
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2024: Look Forward
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2024, Looking Forward
• Presidential election year!
• Opportunities for bipartisanship

• Money in politics
• Election funding
• Protections for election workers
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Next Steps
Voting Rights legislation is not 
going to be able to pass without 
bipartisan support and 
cooperation in the 118th Congress

We need to see a bipartisan group 
of lawmakers from both the 
House and the Senate come 
together to protect voting rights
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Feedback
We´d love to hear from you about your experience today!

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6824369/LWVUS-Post-Event-
Feedback-Form
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Questions?
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